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Benchmarks  
Goal 3:  Quality of Life 

 
Louisiana: Vision 2020 

2003 Update 
 

 
Goal 3:  To achieve a standard of living among the top ten states in 

America 
 
Objective 3.1:  To increase personal income and assets of all citizens 
 
 
3.1.1 (formerly 3.1.1) 
Per capita income as a percentage of the U.S per capita income, by region 
 

Targets 
 

 
 

Baseline Data 
Current 

Data 
 

2003 
 

2008 2013 2018 2023 
 

  Louisiana              
                               
  District 1 – New Orleans area    
  District 2 – Capital Region         
  District 3 – South Central          
  District 4 – Evangeline               
  District 5 – Imperial Calcasieu  
  District 6 -- Kisatchie – Delta   
  District 7 – CDC (Shreveport)    
  District 8 – North Delta   

(Monroe)             
     

81% 
 

86% 
71% 
73% 
68% 
66% 
63% 
70% 
65% 

 
             

78% 
 

82% 
71% 
71% 
65% 
70% 
62% 
67% 
61% 

 
 

87% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

91% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

96% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

101% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

106% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Baseline Data -1996 
Current Data - 1999 
 
Explanation: Per capita income is commonly used as a measure of the relative well being of a region’s 
people.  It is shown as a percentage of the national average to show how Louisiana and regions within 
the State compare to the rest of the country. 
 
Rationale: An important indicator to ensure that the State is moving toward improving the financial well 
being of its citizens. 
 
Target: To reach the national per capita income by 2018. 
 
Data Source: U.S. Department of Commerce Bureau of Economic Analysis, Regional Accounts Data, 
Local Area Personal Income 
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3.1.2 (formerly 3.1.2) 
Economic performance rank (among the 50 states) 
 

Targets 
 

 
 

Baseline Data 
Current 

Data 
 

2003 
 

2008 2013 2018 2023 
 

47 
                

46 
 

41 
 

35 
 

28 
 

22 
 

18 
 

Baseline Data -1996 
Current Data - 2001 
 
Explanation: A thorough review of economic performance by: 1) determining the extent to which the 
economy is providing work for those who seek it; 2) determining how well people are compensated for 
work they do; and 3) determining the extent to which the opportunity to attain a high standard of living is 
widely shared.  Information is primarily compiled from the U.S. Department of Labor, U.S. Department of 
Commerce.   
 
Rationale: This measure is important in evaluating Louisiana’s competitive economic performance in 
serving its citizens.   
 
Target: To achieve a national ranking among the top 25 states.   
 
Data Source: Annual Development Report Card, Corporation for Enterprise Development, 1996 and 
2002.   
 
 
3.1.3 (formerly 3.1.3) 
Average annual pay rank (among the 50 states) 
 

Targets 
 

 
 

Baseline Data 
Current 

Data 
 

2003 
 

2008 2013 2018 2023 
 

32 
                

38 
 

30 
 

29 
 

23 
 

18 
 

16 
 

Baseline Data - 1996 
Current Data - 2001 
 
Explanation: To ensure an improvement in the standard of living of Louisiana citizens, this issue goes 
beyond how many jobs are being created, and gauges how good the jobs are in terms of wages and 
benefits.  Information from the U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.   
 
Rationale: An important indicator to ensure that the jobs provided to Louisiana citizens are providing 
competitive wages and benefits.   
 
Target: To improve the national ranking into the top 20 states by 2018.   
 
Data Source: Annual Development Report Card, Corporation for Enterprise Development, 1996 and 
2002. 
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3.1.4 (formerly 3.1.6) 
Employment per year 
 

Targets 
 

 
 

Baseline Data 
Current 

Data 
 

2003 
 

2008 2013 2018 2023 
 
 Louisiana                                         
 
 District 1 – New Orleans area        
 District 2 – Capital Region             
 District 3 – South Central               
 District 4 – Evangeline   
 District 5 – Imperial Calcasieu     
 District 6 – Kisatchie-Delta       
 District 7 – CDC (Shreveport)   
 District 8 – North Delta (Monroe)  
                                              

1,757,710
 

598,028
350,572
79,780 
238,776
109,451
95,244 
216,742
108,338

 

 
1,870,140

 
608,187
378,424
84,927 
244,281
110,990
98,167 
224,036
115,198

 

 
1,988,688

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

2,250,017
 
 

Targets 
being 

revised 
 
 

 
 
 

2,545,688 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2,880,812
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

3,288,696
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Baseline Data – 1996 
Current Data - 2001 
 
Explanation: This measures the total growth in employment by Regional Labor Market Area (RLMA). 
 
Data used in this benchmark are from the Louisiana Department of Labor’s (LDOL) Covered Employment 
database. Data is derived from quarterly tax reports submitted by all employers subject to the Louisiana 
Employment Security Law. Figures for 2001 reflect the latest annual average data available. 
 
Rationale: The number of people employed is shown by region in order to monitor the differences within 
the state.  
 
Target:  The original Louisiana: Vision 2020 targeted annual growth in employment of 2.5 percent.  
However, with today’s economy and projections for population growth, the 2.5 percent annual growth in 
employment is not realistic.  The targets are currently being revised. 
 
Data Source: Louisiana Department of Labor. 
 
 
3.1.5  
Homeownership Rate 
 

Targets 
 

 
 

Baseline Data 
Current 

Data 
 

2003 
 

2008 2013 2018 2023 
 

66.6% 
                

67.1% 
 

68% 
 

71% 
 

73% 
 

74% 
 

75% 
 

Baseline Data - 1998 
Current Data - 2002 
 



  Goal 3 
Benchmarks 

 

  4 

Explanation:  This benchmark measures the percentage of households owning their own homes.  
Louisiana’s homeownership rate of 67.1 percent in 2002 is slightly below the U.S. average of 67.9 
percent.  In 2002, South Carolina and Minnesota tied for the highest homeownership rate in the country – 
77.3 percent.  Over the past decade, Louisiana’s homeownership rate has fluctuated slightly above and 
below the national average. 
 
Rationale:  A home is an asset that allows stability, fosters long-term thinking, and builds both financial 
equity and commitment to a neighborhood.  While not directly measuring home equity, this measure 
provides an indication of how many families in a state have the opportunity to build wealth in the form of 
equity. 
 
Target:  To increase the percentage of households owning their own homes to 75 percent by 2023. 
 
Data Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Census of Housing, Annual 2002. 
 
 
Objective 3.2:  To provide opportunities and support to overcome Louisiana’s 
poverty crisis 
 
 
3.2.1 (formerly 3.2.4) 
Poverty rate, by region 
 

Targets 
 

 
 

Baseline Data 
Current 

Data 
 

2003 
 

2008 2013 2018 2023 
 
 

  Louisiana                                      
  Rank Among the States                       
 
  District 1 – New Orleans area           
  District 2 – Capital Region           
  District 3 – South Central               
  District 4 – Evangeline                    
  District 5 – Imperial Calcasieu       
  District 6 – Kisatchie-Delta           
  District 7 – CDC (Shreveport)         
  District 8 – North Delta (Monroe)     
 
  United States                                      
 

23.9% 
50 

 
25.0% 
21.7% 
21.2% 
24.9% 
20.4% 
23.4% 
24.1% 
28.1% 

 
15.1% 

               

16.2% 
46 

 
16.4% 
20.2% 
19.1% 
24.1% 
16.8% 
22.6% 
23.7% 
27.3% 

 
11.9% 

 

16% 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

14% 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

13% 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12% 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11% 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Baseline Data - 1993 
Current Data - 2001 
 
Explanation: This indicator provides a concrete measure of economic performance in general, and of 
equity in particular. The data were gathered and aggregated by region (Regional Labor Market Area) in 
order to monitor conditions in each region of the state. 
 
Rationale: This assessment demonstrates that Louisiana’s economy is genuinely providing opportunities 
for its citizens, in comparison to other states.   
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Target: To reduce Louisiana’s poverty rate from the 2001 rate of 16.2 percent (ranked 46th among the 
states) to 11 percent by 2023.   
 
Data Source:  Regional data calculated using U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, 
Social and Economic Characteristics.   
 
 
3.2.2 (formerly 3.2.2) 
Unemployment rate, by region 
 

Targets 
 

 
 

Baseline Data 
Current 

Data 
 

2003 
 

2008 2013 2018 2023 
 
 

  Louisiana                                           
  Rank Among the States                    
 
  District 1 – New Orleans area          
  District 2 – Capital Region               
  District 3 – South Central   
  District 4 – Evangeline    
  District 5 – Imperial Calcasieu         
  District 6 – Kisatchie-Delta 
  District 7 -- CDC (Shreveport)          
  District 8 -- North Delta (Monroe) 
   
  United States                                     
 

6.1% 
47 

 
5.5% 
5.1% 
3.9%    
5.4% 
6.5% 
7.3% 
7.4% 
8.6% 

 
4.9%  

       

6.0% 
47 

 
5.2% 
6.1% 
4.1% 
5.9% 
6.3% 
7.3% 
6.6% 
8.0% 

 
4.8% 

 

5.24% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4.62% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4.07% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4.0% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4.0% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Baseline Data - 1997 
Current Data - 2001 
 
Explanation: Even though this measure is highly questioned, it is the most commonly used gauge of the 
mismatch between the number of jobs and job seekers.  The data were gathered and aggregated by 
region (Regional Labor Market Area) in order to monitor conditions in each region of the state.   
 
Rationale: Unemployment rates provide an indication of the health of a region’s economy. 
 
Target: To achieve a statewide unemployment rate of 4% by 2018. 
 
Data Source: Regional data calculated using Louisiana Department of Labor data. 
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Objective 3.3:  To ensure quality healthcare for every Louisiana citizen 
 
3.3.1 
Percentage of persons without health insurance 
 

Targets 
 

 
 

Baseline Data 
Current 

Data 
 

2003 
 

2008 2013 2018 2023 
 
 

19.0% 
                

18.2% 
 

18% 
 

17% 
 

16% 
 

15% 
 

14% 
 

Baseline Data - 2000 
Current Data - 2000 
 
Explanation:  This benchmark charts the number of people in the state who do not have health 
insurance coverage. 
 
Rationale:  Many citizens do not have health insurance because they do not know about the different 
options available to them, particularly those offered through Medicaid. Louisiana must work to increase 
health insurance enrollment through outreach and awareness campaigns to bring more citizens under a 
health insurance plan. 
 
Target:  Professional judgment used. 
 
Data Source: Medicaid program statistics 
 
 
3.3.2 
Number of citizens per primary care practitioner practicing in rural parishes 
 

Targets 
 

 
 

Baseline Data 
Current 

Data 
 

2003 
 

2008 2013 2018 2023 

1927 
                

1927 
 

1900 
 

1800 
 

1700 
 

1600 
 

1500 
 

Baseline Data - 2000 
Current Data - 2000 
 
Explanation:  This benchmark tracks the number of primary care physicians practicing in the designated 
rural areas of the state. This brings attention to the need for medical care in our state’s many rural areas. 
 
Rationale: The rural areas of the state often lack in medical resources as compared to the urban and 
more developed areas.  Louisiana must decrease the ratio of patients per primary care practitioner to 
ensure more medical attention for citizens of rural parishes. 
 
Target:  Professional judgment used. 
 
Data Source:  Statistics based on number of Licensed Primary Care Physicians reported from the 
Louisiana State Board of Medical Examiners and the U.S. Census Bureau. 
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3.3.3 
Number of parishes with a shortage of health care professionals 
 

Targets 
 

 
 

Baseline Data 
Current 

Data 
 

2003 
 

2008 2013 2018 2023 
 

55 
                

50 
 

48 
 

45 
 

40 
 

35 
 

32 
 

Baseline Data - 2000 
Current Data - 2002 
 
 
Explanation: This benchmark tracks parishes that have a shortage of professionals to meet the health 
care needs of citizens in that area.  This is the number of Health Professional Shortage Areas (HPSA) as 
submitted by the Department of Health & Hospital’s (DHH) Office of Primary Care and Rural Health 
(OPCRH) and various other entities and designated by the federal government’s Bureau of Shortage 
Designation.   
 
The federal government considers the ratio of 2000 residents to one Practicing Primary Care MD Full-
Time Equivalent (FTE) to be adequate.  (NOTE:  3.3.2 denotes licensed physicians, not those practicing 
primary care.)  A ratio of 3000:1 and above signifies a shortage of primary care physicians. OPCRH 
evaluates all areas of the state for the possibility of an existing HPSA.  Upon discovering an area, 
OPCRH compiles required data and submits the request for designation.  Designations are valid for three 
years so all designations must be periodically reviewed and many change over time.  For a list of HPSAs 
in the state see the U.S. Department of Health & Human Services, Bureau of Health Professions, HPSA 
page http://bhpr.hrsa.gov/shortage/ 
 
Rationale: Some areas of the state do not have enough health care providers to adequately serve the 
population.  These areas may qualify for a number of special programs. 
 
Target: To decrease the number of parishes with a shortage of health car professionals by increasing the 
number of health care professionals in those areas.  Professional judgment used. 
 
Data Source: (?) A list of HPSAs in the state is found at the U.S. Department of Health & Human 
Services, Bureau of Health Professions, HPSA page http://bhpr.hrsa.gov/shortage/.  The evaluations and 
requests for an HPSA designation use data from the U.S. Census Bureau, Louisiana Board of Medical 
Examiners, Medicaid data, and other related sources.   
 
 
3.3.4 
Number of citizens in poverty per community health care center 
 

Targets 
 

 
 

Baseline Data 
Current 

Data 
 

2003 
 

2008 2013 2018 2023 
 

28,233 
                

28,233 
 

20,000 
 

16,000 
 

12,000 
 

9,000 
 

6,000 
 

Baseline Data - 2000 
Current Data - 2000 
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Explanation:  This benchmark tracks how many citizens reporting to each community health center live 
at or below the federal poverty level.  The U.S. Department of Health & Human Services is pushing for 
more Federally Qualified Health Centers (FQHC).  Extra funding from Congress and the additional 
publicity may lead to the creation of new FQHCs, which should in turn take some of the pressure off local 
emergency rooms and provide preventive health care services.   
 
Rationale:  The health care centers can reach out to more people and provide treatment by helping those 
people realize they qualify for treatment based on their income falling at the poverty level.   
 
Target: Louisiana is targeting a substantial reduction in the number of citizens in poverty per healthcare 
center to equal Mississippi’s ratio of 6,000 per healthcare center, which is the best ratio in the deep 
South. 
 
Data Source: http://www.circlesolutions.com/pc.index.cfm 
 
 
Objective 4:  To improve the quality of life of Louisiana’s children 
 
 
3.4.1 (Formerly 3.7.1) 
Percentage of children without health insurance 
 

Targets 
 

 
 

Baseline Data 
Current 

Data 
 

2003 
 

2008 2013 2018 2023 

20.2% 
                

18% 
 

13% 
 

11% 
 

9% 
 

7% 
 

6% 
 

Baseline Data - 1995 
Current Data - 2000 
 
Explanation: A recent study entitled Health Insurance Coverage in America: 2001 by the Kaiser 
Commission on Medicaid and the Uninsured reports that from 1999-2001, Louisiana significantly reduced 
the number of uninsured children in the state.  The numbers, based on federal census estimates through 
the end of 2001, show that the percentage of uninsured children dropped from 20.4 percent in 1999 to 
14.4 percent in 2001, the largest reduction of all 50 states.  Louisiana’s rank moved from 3rd (worst) to 8th, 
pulling ahead of Florida, California, Nevada, Oklahoma, and Arizona. 
 
Rationale: There is well-documented association between insurance status and utilization of health care 
services among adults.  A 1996 study by the Harvard School of Public Health, The Henry J. Kaiser 
Foundation and the National Opinion Research Center, found the uninsured are four times more likely to 
have an episode of needing and not getting medical care. 
 
Target: With the LaCHIP program in place, targets are to substantially lower the percentage of children 
without health insurance from 18% in 2000 to 6 % in 2023. 
 
Data Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, Current Population Survey and Health Insurance Coverage in 
America: 2001, Kaiser Commission on Medicaid and the Uninsured 
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3.4.2 (Formerly 3.7.2) 
Infant mortality rate 
 

Targets 
 

 
 

Baseline Data Current Data
 

2003 
 

2008 2013 2018 2023 
 

9.8 
                

8.9 
 

8.8 
 

7.6 
 

6 
 

5 
 

4.8 
 

Baseline Data - 1995 
Current Data - 2000 
 
Explanation:  This benchmark tracks the infant mortality rate, in order to bring attention to the need to 
reduce the infant mortality rate per 1,000 live births.  In 1999, Louisiana ranked 47th nationally. 
 
Rationale: Studies have found that the infant mortality rate for children born into poor families is more 
than 50 percent higher than for children born into families with incomes above the poverty line.  There is a 
huge disparity between the infant mortality rates of African Americans versus that of whites.   
 
Target: To reduce the infant mortality rate to 5.0 by 2018. 
 
Data Source: National Center for Health Statistics   
 
 
3.4.3 (Formerly 3.7.4) 
Percent of children in poverty and extreme poverty 
 

Targets 
 

 
 

Baseline Data 
Current 

Data 
 

2003 
 

2008 2013 2018 2023 
 

 Poverty                                
 Extreme Poverty      
               

35% 
18% 

                

26.6% 
13.5% 

 

25.1% 
13.4% 

 

22.1% 
11.8% 

 

19.5% 
10.4% 

 

17.2% 
9.2% 

 

15.1% 
8.1% 

 
Baseline Data - 1995 
Current Data - 2000 
 
Explanation: To reduce the number of children living in poverty and extreme poverty. Children in poverty 
is the share of children under age 18 who live in families with incomes below the U.S. poverty threshold, 
as defined by the U.S. Office of Management and Budget.  Children in extreme poverty are those living 
below 50 percent of the poverty threshold.   
  
Rationale: Children living in poverty is perhaps the most widely used indicator of child well being, as 
poverty is closely linked to poor outcomes in health, education, emotional well-being and delinquency.  
During the 1990s, the number of children living below poverty in families that work (at least one parent 
working 26 or more weeks per year) grew by one third.   
 
Target: By 2023 reduce the number of children living in poverty to about 15 percent and the number of 
children in extreme poverty to about eight percent by 2023. 
 
Data Source:  U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census 
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3.4.4 
Number of school-based health clinics 
 

Targets 
 

 
 

Baseline Data 
Current 

Data 
 

2003 
 

2008 2013 2018 2023 
 

  Number of school-based 
health clinics   

                                           
      30 
          

51 
 

51 
 

80 
 

110 
 

140 
 

170 
 

Baseline Data - 1998 
Current Data - 2003 
 
Explanation: To ensure access to needed and continuous health care services for children by increasing 
the number of school-based health clinics. 
 
Rationale: Research has demonstrated that school-based health clinics are a successful way to provide 
health services to children, while simultaneously preventing them or their parents from missing 
unnecessary school or work.  
 
Target:  To add 6 new school-based health clinics per year 
 
Data Source: Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals, Office of Public Health – Adolescent School 
Health Initiative 
 
 
Objective 3.5 – To ensure safe, vibrant, and supportive communities for all 
citizens 
 
3.5.1 (formerly 3.3.1) 
Index crime rates 
 

Targets 
 

 
 

Baseline Data Current Data
 

2003 
 

2008 2013 2018 2023 

 Overall 
   Rate   
   National Rank                      
 
 Violent 
   Rate   
   National Rank       
  
 Property 
   Rate                                 
   National Rank          
                          

6,676 
4th highest 

 
 

1,007.4 
2nd highest 

 
 

5,668.1 
7th highest 

 

 
 

5,338.1 
5th highest 

 
 

687.0  
7th highest 

 
 

4,651.1 
  6th highest 
 

  
 

5,217 
 
 
 

730 
 
 
 

4,487 
     

 

 
 

 
4,612 

 
 

 
646 

 
 
 

3,966 
 
 

4,007 
 
 
 

561 
 
 
 

3,446 
 
 

3,402 
 
 
 

476 
 
 
 

2,926 
 
 

2,797 
 
 
 

392 
 
 
 

2,405 
 
 

Baseline Data -1995 
Current Data - 2001 
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Explanation: Crime rates, which are reported by the Federal Bureau of Investigation, are based on the 
number of serious crimes (index crimes) reported to police per 100,000 residents.  Violent crimes are 
murder and non-negligent manslaughter, forcible rape, robbery, and aggravated assault.  Property crimes 
are burglary, larceny-theft, and motor vehicle theft. 
 
In 2001, Louisiana had the fifth highest overall crime rate of all states, and the seventh highest violent 
crime rate.  Louisiana’s property crime rate ranked sixth highest in the nation.  
 
Rationale: Crime affects businesses location decisions, increases the cost of doing business, and affects 
the quality of life of all citizens.  Louisiana must work to decrease poverty, which has been linked to 
higher crime rates, and decrease crime in order to make Louisiana a better place to live, work, visit, and 
do business.   
 
Target:  To slowly decrease crime rates over the next 20 years.  Professional judgment used. 
 
Data Source: State of Louisiana, 1997 State of the State, Office of Planning and Budget, 1997.  Date 
from the U.S. Department of Justice, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
 
 
3.5.2  
Percentage of population with access to drinking water meeting water quality standards 
 

Targets 
 

 
 

Baseline Data Current Data
 

2003 
 

2008 2013 2018 2023 

98.7% 
 

98.7% 
 

100% 
 

100% 
 

100% 
 

100% 
 

100% 
 

Baseline Data - 2001 
Current Data - 2001 
 
Explanation:  This benchmark documents the amount of the state’s population that has access to high 
quality drinking water.  All but the most remote areas now have access to drinking water that meets water 
quality standards. 
 
Rationale:  The availability of quality drinking water is an absolute requirement for economic growth and 
development.  
 
Target:  The target is for drinking water meeting water quality standards to be accessible to every 
Louisiana citizen by 2003. 
 
Data Source:  Louisiana Department of Health & Hospitals, Office of Public Health 
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3.5.3 
Percentage of uninsured motor vehicles 
 

Targets 
 

 
 

Baseline Data Current Data
 

2003 
 

2008 2013 2018 2023 

16% 
 

13% 
 

13% 
 

12% 
 

11% 
 

9% 
 

8% 
 

Baseline Data - 1998 
Current Data - 2002 
 
 
Explanation:  Louisiana has one of the highest rates of uninsured motorists in the country, a fact that is 
at least partly correlated with high poverty rates.  Louisiana also has extremely high automobile insurance 
rates, which is partly a result of the large number of uninsured motorists.  Other factors that contribute to 
these high rates include Louisiana’s tort laws, the amount of enforcement activity, and the economy. 
 
Rationale:  It is important to decrease the number of uninsured motorists in order to begin to decrease 
automobile insurance rates. 
 
Target:  To reduce the rate to 8 percent by 2023.   
 
Data Source:  Louisiana Department of Public Safety 
 
 
 
Objective 3.6:  To protect, rehabilitate, and conserve our coastal ecosystem 
 
3.6.1 (formerly 3.5.5) 
Cumulative acres of coastal wetlands loss that will be prevented by projects: constructed to date 
& authorized to date. 
 

Targets 
 

 
 

Baseline Data Current Data
 

2003 
 

2008 2013 2018 2023 
 

8,985 
 

14,975 
 

65,633 
 

134,295 
 

44,925 
 

74,875 
 

89,850 
 

149,750 
 

134,775 
 

224,625 
 

179,700 
 

299,500 
 

224,625 
 

344,425 
 

Baseline Data - 1998 
Current Data - 2002 
 
Explanation: This benchmark documents the loss of coastal wetlands (primarily emergent marshlands) 
and the prevention of this loss through protection/restoration efforts.  During the period from 1956 to 
1978, coastal wetlands were being lost at the rate of 50 square miles annually.  Between 1978 and 1990, 
the loss rate was measured at 35 square miles annually.  The loss rate of coastal marshes in 1997 is 
approximately 30 square miles per year.  To combat this massive loss of coastal wetlands, the Federal 
government and the State of Louisiana have implemented a series of wetland programs designed to 
protect this valuable resource.   



  Goal 3 
Benchmarks 

 

  13 

 
The State of Louisiana, federal partners, and the public completed a new state coastal restoration plan 
entitled Coast 2050: Towards a Sustainable Coastal Louisiana in December 1998.  Full implementation of 
this plan would reduce 90 percent of projected land loss through the year 2050. The Louisiana Coastal 
Wetlands Conservation Plan, prepared in response to the Federal Coastal Wetlands Planning, Protection 
and Restoration Act (CWPPRA), was completed in 1997 and is expected to achieve no net development-
related loss of coastal wetlands.  The Louisiana Coastal Wetlands Conservation and Restoration Task 
Force has funded 74 projects that will protect or restore 73,687 acres of coastal wetlands.  The Louisiana 
Department of Natural Resources is funding a special Wetlands Reserve program project (to be 
administered by the United States Department of Agriculture) that will restore 500-1,000 acres of coastal 
wetlands per year.  The United States Department of Army has created an additional 600 acres per year 
through its dredged material program. 
 
Rationale: Since 1930, Louisiana has lost more than 1,500 square miles of marsh.  The state is still 
losing nearly a football field of prime wetland every 15 to 20 minutes.  The cost of not protecting the coast 
is estimated at $37 billion in lost public use value over the next 50 years.  Coastal wetlands provide 
critical nursery areas for fin fishes and crustaceans (primarily shrimp and crabs) that make up the bulk of 
Louisiana’s thriving seafood industry.  These wetlands also provide needed habitat for millions of 
migratory waterfowl that winter in coastal Louisiana.  Coastal wetlands serve as an important buffer to 
storm tides, thus protecting inland residential and commercial infrastructure from severe flooding. 
 
Target: Implement Coast 2050 to prevent 71 percent of coastal wetlands loss through 2050.  Coast 2050 
will protect 179,700 acres of coastal wetlands in the year 2018.  Achieve no net development-related loss 
of coastal wetlands as defined in the Louisiana Coastal Wetlands Conservation Plan prepared in 
response to the Federal Coastal Wetlands Planning, Protection and Restoration Act. 
 
Data Source: United States Geological Survey, National Wetlands Research Center; United States Fish 
and Wildlife Service, Lafayette Ecological Services Office; the Governor’s Office of Coastal Activities 
(Louisiana); and the Louisiana Department of Natural Resources. 
 
 
Objective 3.7:  To preserve and develop Louisiana’s natural and cultural assets 
 
 
3.7.1 
Preservation & enhancement of the Atchafalaya Basin 
 

Targets 
 

 
 

Baseline Data Current Data
 

2003 
 

2008 2013 2018 2023 
 
   Acreage protected, restored, 

improved of opened for 
public access        

                         
   Number of recreational & 

tourism facilities constructed 
and opened       

                           

10,700
 
 
 

1 
    

12,100 
 
 
 

2 
 

15,000 
 
 
 

2 
 

37,500 
 
 
 

4 
 

56,000 
 
 
 

6 
 

75,000 
 
 
 

8 
 

95,500 
 
 
 

12 
 

Baseline Data - 2001 
Current Data - 2002 
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Explanation:  This benchmark documents the efforts undertaken to preserve and enhance the nation’s 
largest remaining river swamp.   It measures the acreage in the Atchafalaya Basin that has been restored 
to natural hydrology, protected from undesirable development and made accessible to the public.  Since 
the 1927 flood, measures taken by the U.S> Army Corps of Engineers, the oil and gas industry, and 
others have altered the natural flow of water in the Atchafalaya Basin.  In 1986, Congress authorized the 
Corps of Engineers to partner with the State in developing plans to restore l, as much as possible, the 
natural hydrology of the Basin, to protect it from undesirable development and to make portions of it 
accessible to the public.  As part of the 1986 Congressional authorization, an interpretive center was 
envisioned along with improved boat landing facilities, campgrounds, trails, and other recreational 
facilities.  An authorization of $250 million in federal funds was approved by Congress in 1986.  In 1999, 
the Louisiana Legislature authorized a total of $85 million in state funds, to be spent of the next 15 years, 
as a match for the federal funds. 
 
Rationale:  This ecosystem represents a unique component of Louisiana’s natural resources and its 
protection and preservation are important to Louisiana and the nation as part of the Mississippi floodway 
system and the largest fresh water river swamp in the country.  These efforts are important to educate the 
public from throughout the nation about the history, culture, and natural aspects of the Atchafalaya basin, 
as well as its importance as a floodway. 
 
Target: Acreage protected, restored, improved, and/or opened to the public should increase by 75,000 
acres by 2018, and 8 recreational facilities should be constructed and opened to the public by the same 
year. 
 
Data Source:  Atchafalaya Basin Program, DNR; U.S. Army Corps of Engineers; U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
Service; & U.S. Geological Survey. 
 
 
3.7.2 (formerly 3.5.1) 
Amount of state-owned lands for natural resource management 
 

Targets 
 

 
 

Baseline Data 
Current 

Data 
 

2003 
 

2008 2013 2018 2023 
 
   Department of Wildlife 

& Fisheries  
 

Department of Parks 
& Recreation                 

 

657,866 
 

 
39,000 

 

 
808,115 

 
 

38,267 
 

708,000 
 

 
40,235 

 

758,000 
 

 
44,260 

 

808,000 
 

 
48,700 

 

858,000 
 

 
53,600 

 

900,000 
 

 
59,000 

 
Baseline Data – 1997 
Current Data – 2002  
 
Explanation: This benchmark measures the acreage of lands owned by Louisiana resource 
management agencies.  These lands are primarily managed for fish and wildlife or recreation.   
 
Rationale: State-owned lands provide public access for outdoor-based recreation, which is an important 
component to perceived quality of life.  Protection of important natural resources, such as fisheries 
nursery areas, assure long-term economic benefits to many citizens in Louisiana. 
 
Target:   Professional judgment used. 
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Data Source: Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, Louisiana Office of Forestry and Louisiana 
Office of State Parks  
 
 
3.7.3 (formerly 3.5.2) 
Total Louisiana species listed as threatened, endangered or rare plants 
 

Targets 
 

 
 

Baseline Data Current Data
 

2003 
 

2008 2013 2018 2023 
 

  Threatened                     
  Endangered                    
  Rare Plants         
                     

11 
22 

323 
 

 
11 
22 

323 
 

10 
21 

320 
 

9 
20 

318 
 

8 
19 

316 
 

7 
18 

314 
 

8 
17 

312 
 

Baseline Data - Threatened & Endangered - 1995; Rare Plants - 1997 
Current Data - 2002 
 
Explanation: This benchmark addresses the extent to which natural habitat is sufficient for sustaining 
rare, threatened or endangered native animals, (bird, mammal, reptile, amphibian and fish) and native 
plant species.  Data used is based on federal and/or state Status listing.   
 
Target: Standard negative target setting method. 
 
Data Source: Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, Natural Heritage Program 
 
 
Objective 3.8:  To protect Louisiana’s environment and support sustainable 
development 
 
 
3.8.1 (formerly 3.4.1) 
Number of state air monitoring stations and parishes not meeting National, Ambient Air Quality 
Standards 
 

Targets 
 

 
 

Baseline Data 
Current 

Data 
 

2003 
 

2008 2013 2018 2023 

  Non-attainment stations         
  Non-attainment parishes     
  Total state exceedance days 
     

6 
5 
8 

 

 
2 
5 
2 
 

0 
0 
7 
 

0 
0 
7 
 

0 
0 
6 
 

0 
0 
5 
 

0 
0 
4 
 

Baseline Data - 1997 
Current Data - 2002 
 
 
Explanation: This benchmark measures which monitored areas of the state do not meet National 
Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for ozone, a serious air pollutant linked mainly to industrial and 
transportation activity.  The data come from 44 monitoring stations statewide (29 measure ozone), most 
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of which are concentrated in the industrial regions of Calcasieu Parish and the Mississippi River parishes 
from Point Coupee through Plaquemines.   
 
Rationale: Good air quality, actual and perceived, is a fundamental to the health and prosperity of 
Louisiana’s citizens.   
 
Target: Professional judgment used.   
 
Data Source: Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality 
 
 
3.8.2 (formerly 3.4.2 – modified) 
Pounds of toxic chemicals (TRI) 
 

Targets 
 

 
 

Baseline Data 
Current 

Data 
 

2003 
 

2008 2013 2018 2023 
 
  Air 
   Total releases   
   Core releases   
 
  Water 
   Total releases   
   Core releases  
 

All data in millions of pounds 
 

 
75 
70 

 
 

47 
38 

 
 
 

 
69 
64 

 
 

13 
2 
 
 
 

 
 

To be set
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Baseline Data - 1997 
Current Data - 2000 
 
Explanation: This benchmark measures actual chemical releases to Louisiana air based on industry 
reports to the Toxic Release Inventory (TRI) and the Gross State Product (GSP) as calculated by the 
Federal government and the Louisiana Department of Economic Development.  TRI data comes from 
facilities under Standard Industrial Codes (SICs) 20 through 39 with ten or more employees that: a) 
operate a manufacture/process of more than a 25,000 lbs/yr, or b) otherwise use more than 10,000 lbs/yr 
of a TRI listed chemical. 
  
Since TRI reporting criteria can change (i.e. addition/deletion of reportable chemicals, threshold or 
deminimus amounts, expansion of SIC categories, etc.), this indicator will be presented as pounds of 
chemical released to air per dollar of GSP (both in millions), categorized as a) gross annual TRI and 
b)core criteria annual TRI (restricted to 1994 reporting parameters for consistency).  This ratio attempts to 
normalize air pollution to economic activity, and better reflects efficiency changes in the Louisiana 
business sector.   
  
Rationale: Good air quality, actual and perceived, is fundamental to the health and prosperity of 
Louisiana’s citizens. 
  
Target: Modified aggressive-negative method used (10% reduction projected).  The Federal GSP 
statistics were available through 1994 only, but DED calculated a linear regression for ‘94-2000.  The 
most reliable base year for data, therefore, is 1995, and projections here are carried forward 20 years 
from 1997.  Projections may change if another base year (such as 1997) is officially chosen, and real data 
becomes available for that year. 
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Data Source: Louisiana Departments of Environmental Quality and Economic Development 
 
 
3.8.3 (formerly 3.4.8) 
Percentage of Louisiana assessed water bodies without restrictions on their designated uses 
 

Targets 
 

 
 

Baseline Data Current Data
 

2003 
 

2008 2013 2018 2023 

66.4% 
 

 
19.9% 

 
20% 

 
21% 

 
23% 

 
25% 

 
27% 

 
Baseline Data - 1997 
Current Data - 1999 
 
Explanation:   This composite benchmark measures how well Louisiana’s surface water bodies (lakes, 
reservoirs, streams and estuaries) meet their designated uses of primary contact recreation (swimming) 
and fish and wildlife propagation (fishing) as determined by the Department of Environmental Quality.  
Additional designated uses are applied to some water bodies, but the selected uses of primary contact 
recreation and fish and wildlife propagation are the primary uses applied to nearly all water bodies.  
These are also the primary uses used by EPA in its national report to congress.  Possible causes of non-
support are many and, therefore, so are the strategies to improve deficiencies.  While point sources of 
pollution still contribute to water quality problems, nonpoint source surface runoff is the major problem 
contributing to poor surface water quality.   
 
Rationale: Clean rivers, streams, lakes and estuaries are essential for drinking water supplies, recreation 
and propagation of seafood and wildlife.  
 
Target: Trend is inconsistent.  Mild aggressive-positive method used. 
 
Data Source: Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality 
 
 
3.8.4 (formerly 3.4.9) 
Number of fishing and swimming advisories 
 

Targets 
 

 
 

Baseline Data Current Data
 

2003 
 

2008 2013 2018 2023 

26 
 

33 
 

34 
 

31 
 

28 
 

24 
 

20 
 

Baseline Data - 1997 
Current Data - 2002 
 
Explanation: This benchmark measures how many health advisories exist on state lakes, streams, 
bayous and Gulf shores, and how many areas are affected.  Advisories for (typically) mercury, chemical 
and fecal coliform contamination gain sharp public attention and, it is hoped, will mobilize remediation 
actions.  Quantities are expressed here as stream miles and lake square miles (excluding the miles of 
Lake Pontchartrain south shore beaches).  Increased monitoring efforts for mercury contamination in fish 
may further increase the advisory total before any reductions are realized.   
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Rationale:  Clean surface water bodies are essential for recreation, fishing and tourism. 
 
Target: Aggressive negative method used per DEZ suggestion (20% reduction) 
 
Data Source: Louisiana Departments of Environmental Quality and Health and Hospitals. 
 
 
3.8.5  
Annual number of polluted commercial properties made available for use through the Louisiana 
Voluntary Remediation Program 
 

Targets 
 

 
 

Baseline Data Current Data
 

2003 
 

2008 2013 2018 2023 

2 
 

2 
 

4 
 

30 
 

40 
 

50 
 

60 
 

Baseline Data - 2002 
Current Data - 2002 
 
Explanation: This benchmark identifies the number of acres/sites that have been the subject of a 
Voluntary Remediation Program by LDEQ and as such, have been wholly or partially placed back into 
active commerce/operation. 
 
Rationale: By utilizing the state’s Voluntary Remediation Program to place previously abandoned or 
negatively impacted industrial/commercial facilities back into commerce, the state will be realizing 
numerous positive economic impacts. First, virgin sites will not be required for conversion from a formerly 
pristine site to an industrial site.  The State will be recognizing that it may be better to use existing 
industrial sites rather than impacting presently unused green field sites.  Second, previously abandoned 
and polluted sites that are negatively impacted by a pollution event/source will be placed back into active 
commerce.  This will result in additional tax revenues, employment and other positive economic benefits.  
Third, a possible fringe benefit will be that the pollution aspects associated with the projects may be 
addressed by the former, current or new owner (or any combination thereof), which will result in a 
reduction and/or elimination of the threat of an adverse public health, safety and environmental concern 
relative to the particular site. 
 
Target:  LDEQ is targeting aggressive use of this program over the next 20 years. 
 
Data Source: United States Environmental Protection Agency and Louisiana Department of 
Environmental Quality, Inactive and Abandoned Sites Division 
 

 
 


